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HEPRODUCED AT THE HATIONAL ARCHIVES
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e, L. A. Qorrington,
Buh, Sscramsmbo fpenoy.
Dsar Mr. Dorringboni

The réesipt is seknowledped of your letter of Decsuber 10th relabive
t0¢ the status of the Tejon Indiens in Kern Coumty as to goverrment sid under
dhe Comptroller Gemsrasl's deoision of Aupust 8, 1925, scoompmying Cireular #8148,
The rclevend portion of the decigion reads as followes

1t may be gtated as a general rule thet the grambing
of odtirenahip to Indians doss not alber the relationship of
gusrdisn end werd between such Indians and the Federsl government
in » osse where property is held in bHrust for bthem, or *ﬂmy m
living on a roservotion sebt aside for thelr use, or they are
members of & tribe or nstion secorded certein righte end pﬂﬂlng;e
by tresty or by Federal stabubes. But whers nn Indian hes no property
held in trust, has never lived onm an Indien reserv.tion, belongs to
no tribe with whioh there is en existing tresty, hag mdopted the
hebits of civilired life, end has bscome a oitizen of the United
ftates by virtue of an aet of Congress, there would appear to bs
no relebion of guardien snd werd exisbing between him and the
goverment .

The Tejon Indians have no preperty held in *ﬁmﬂ; they do mot reside
on a reservabion, but on privately=owned land belongirg to the Tejon Repeh
Compuny) they belemg to no tribe with which there ig m existing tresby;
the: have adopted the habits of olvilized 1ife; snd have beooms oltizens of the
Unibed mma by virtus of an aet of Congress. Henos it would seem that
they come sguarely within the Comptroller Gemersl's decimion ss mon-vards
whioh mnmitlu them to Federal eid from present sppropristions, snd devolves
the du‘&{ of relief upon the looal suthorities just as in the snze of obhar
:m&:!.gm &

Prior to 4he Indisn oitizemship act of Jure 2, 1984 (43 Btet. L., 25Y),
the Supreme Court of Califormis, in the cese of Andergon v Mathews (174 Calif,,
637), held thet sn Indion borm in Californie ond who had salweys reasided there,
end was not & membar of s tribe with whisch the United States had made s tresby,
snd whers the partioular group of which he wae o member did not live in tribal
relationship mnd had no trival Jews or reguletions, wes entitled, ss a citigen,
te register es an eleebor of the ecounby in whish he resided.

By Llbs deoision of June 2, 1924, in the aese of Piper v. Blg line School
Distriot (226 Pac., 928), the Supreme Court of Californis held thet an Indisn
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child of altizen parents who did not resids on a reservetion or mainbain tribel
wWiebions, was entitled, under Arts 9, Tarspraphs 1 and §, of the State :
tonstitublion, to attend the public school of the district in which thoy resided
even though also aligible %o ettend a Covermmmt Indien Schocl in the seme
diebricty mnd thst her exolusion therefrom would be s violstion of the 14th
Amendment to the United Stotes Conabitution.

Although no oourt decisions heve been found on the point, the ripht
to reliefl in dame of indipenny is very similer to ths right to vobta and the
right te sbtend the publie sohoolsy henoge, by enalory, the seme rule should
spply. FPurthermore, in sm epinion dated Jermery 18, 19017, as per ocopy
herewith, Atborney-Censrel Webb of Califormia held thit 1t i the duty of the
nownty to provide fur indipent Indisns who do not live on & reservation por
malngein tridbal relntions.

Thile you sasy thet the Tejon Indisns "live momewhat in rancheris oustom
and gonsider themsalvyes in thabt status,” such oustom and viewpoint do net
alfeot the principle mw:l,wﬁ, as set forth on the first page of this letbver.
By "ribel relabtiomsnhip” is meant the maintenance of o distinebive, separste,
and regulerly-orgonisod tribal government, with tribal officers and tribel \,
lews snd vegul tiomm, But sven if the Tejon Indlens did have sush a bribel ; |
organisabion and povernment, it would not be the deoisive faotor in the present
case, us they do not reside on s reservation, heve no proparty held in trush,
and bslong to no tribe with whioh thers is an exiating treaty.

It is thus apparent thet the Tejon Indiens have the sbabus of rop~-ward
oltizens of the sbatej that present Federal sppropriations csn not bs used
for their relief} and that responsibility therefor rests upon the looal

|

mrbhorities. i
Pleass mnoknowledge receipt of thls lebter, Lring the above considerntlons

to the notiee of the proper coumby officimle, end report their sttitude in i
the matster, wth puch comment or recommendnbion as you mey deom adyiseble in r
the prenises. .

Sinsersly yours,

Commdmeicner, .
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Sacramento Indlan Azency
Sasramento 2, Caliroraia

Ootober 17, 1245,

Mrn. Pledad Vasques,
Dox 1560, Tajon Rmah,
!hkami‘iald, califormta

' dear re. Vasques:

Your lettsr of September 19th addrossed to
Ura, 1izabeth M, Collins, “rector of Inilan elfarc, resno Ceunty,
hes basn raferrsd Yy hor to this offics for reply,

The situation is this,- sabout 20 vecrs aro
sult waeg brousht in the rederal Court to sstabliah the ri-ht of the
lﬂuimxn v liwins on E1 Tajon innch to t}mh nlsce, ' Howewer, the
setion wey decided n:}wrmly i-sofar as the Inilen people wers con-
curnod, lu other wods, tha .ourt said that the Indians did pot
have any = 'kt ol occupancy cn thoe ranch, and therefore, could not
ret Eitle te ity or sny rortion thoreof, Thus, it is nacessary
for theoe -niluna wio i1ive on tho ranch to nav te the Zmach Cormany the
120 yenrly rentals 1t must be borna in rind that this land is wi.ww
1y owmed aud Uw ownsrs are in the nature of landlords who can ah&.rgw
whatever rental thoy see rit, fhern is tothine *he. sorpmieec=t can do
sbotut Eiat,

Sl NeE o m;: st the prtaer of et n and
an corbhliooe AR b g gl S u:: LSen Ludieky we are sl facod with
Lo lmpoient L U B e e 0 L e e et el ol L coreritaeit ), and
as vﬂﬁh, SouEiTroant i‘zm::s a;:pm;wiatea:t Lo bhg wriian orvide canaot be

\

usac 4o thaty bYahaly

ra e Mot d nts owrklo rov ln Mgl veing buk
banl Le ol geitans Lon, e dans Bl ratenr s ng T bea s S ke KD
vt ke tha Selindy el PR aese Pl iBieeQnls Sg Uil Do g isinbange
Yory traly yourg,
doka o ool

3 B
By s e maland

By Michael Harrison,
Field Aid,
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